
With full ownership of the government 
and development partners, five Village 
Development Committees (VDCs) have 
been declared ODF with facilitation of the 
Global Sanitation Fund Programme (GSF) 
intervention in the past three months. Of 
those ODF declared VDCs, three are from 
Bajura one from Sindhupalchowk and 
one in Sunsari. In addition, several other 
VDCs are lining up to declare themselves 
as ODF in the upcoming months. 

On 10 October 2012, Budhiganga VDC 
of Bajura district became the first GSF 
supported VDC to be declared as ODF. 
The VDC, which has a total of 674 
households, had only 82 toilets prior 
to GSF programme intervention. GSF 
partner organizations SEBAC-Nepal 
and GIFT Bajura facilitated to promote 
additional 719 toilets through triggering 
and community mobilization activities.
Similarly, Bramhatola VDC of Bajura 

District was the second VDC to be declared 

as ODF on 18 Oct 2012. This VDC with 
a total 1,287 households previously had 
only 183 toilets but with the intervention 
of GSF programme additional 1,131 
toilets have been promoted. Additionally 
, Manakot VDC having 481 household 
was declared ODF after additional 465 
toilets have been promoted from GSF 
programme. It is important to note that 
ODF declaration has taken place in these 
VDCs through promotion of permanent 
water seal toilets, which is recommended 
by the Sanitation and Hygiene Master 
Plan 2011. 

In Sindhupalchowk, Jethal VDC became 
the first ODF VDC within the district on 
9 Dec 2012 and also received the award 
of Rs 1,90,000 by D-WASH-CC. With 
the facilitation of GSF, 148 new toilets 
were promoted to meet the ODF target 
covering 620 households. During the 
ODF ceremony,  some elderly people 
were rewarded for their inspiration 

and enthusiasm in constructing toilet 
by themselves despite their financial 
constraints. In addition, security 
personnel (policemen) were also awarded 
with token of appreciation for their 
noteworthy contribution because they 
have supported sanitation campaign led 
by V-WASH-CC by collecting Rs. 60,000 
through Deusi/Bhailo program during 
Tihar festival.

In Sunsari, Bharoul VDC was declared 
ODF on 22 Dec 2012. This VDC with a 
total 4,359 household previously had 
4,017 toilets and with the intervention 
of GSF programme additional 342 toilets 
have been promoted to reach the ODF 
status.

With these five VDCs being declared 
ODF, GSF is now moving ahead to meet 
its targets. 

GSF PROGRESS UP TO NOVEMBER 2012

FIVE VDCs ARE DECLARED AS ODF WITH GSF SUPPORT
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 Parameters Achievements GSF Targets by 2015

People living in ODF environments  55,070 1,863,933                           

Access to improve sanitation facilities 62,000 983,212

People living in target areas 1,275,692 1,863,933

Communities declared ODF 263 10,365   
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GSF INTRODUCTION
GSF is a pooled global fund to boost 
expenditure on sanitation services 
and adopt good hygiene practices. It 
is estimated that 2.6 billion people, 
about 40% of the world’s population, 
do not have access to basic sanitation. 
The GSF offers an efficient and cost 
effective opportunity for contributors 
to help the world’s poorest people 
address this most basic everyday need. 
The GSF is a programme of the Water 
Supply and Sanitation Collaborative 
Council (WSSCC) and was launched in 
2008. 

Nepal is one of the recipient countries 
of GSF and received USD 5 Million for 
the period of 5 years to implement 
GSF programme, which will be 
invested solely in sanitation sector. 
The GSF programme has appointed 
UN-HABITAT as its Executing Agency, 
through which the fund will be 
distributed to different sanitation and 
hygiene programmes in Nepal. It will 
provide support to the government to 
achieve national target on sanitation to 
achieve total santiation by 2017. GSF 
Programme in Nepal targets the ODF 
status of 5 districts and 5 Municipalities 
by 2015 . The four components of GSF 
programme are

•	 Stimulate Community Action for    
Achieving ODF Status

•	 Capacity Development of 
Stakeholder

•	 Strengthening of National 
Sanitation Sector Strategy

•	 Knowledge Mangement
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Arghakhanchi Sindhupalchowk

In this issue of SANI-
NEWS, we salute 
the effort of Ms 
Sunita Tamang, a 6 
year girl residing in 
Jethal VDC ward 4 
of Sindhupalchowk 
District.  At this 
age most children 
would be asking 
their fathers to bring 
clothes or toys but 
Sunita requested her 
father, who works 
in the Middle East, 
to send money to 
construct a toilet in 
their house. “As most 
of our neighbours 
have constructed 
toilets in their homes, 
it is shameful that we 
still do not have one 

in our house,” she 
told her father. “This 
Dashain please send 
us money for toilet 
construction instead 
of clothes or toys for 
me,” she added. 

This heart touching 
statement made 
her parents very 
emotional. So, the 
very next day, they 
reserved a vehicle 
and brought all the 
necessary materials to 
construct a toilet. On 
the occasion of VDC 
level ODF declaration 
ceremony, the girl 
was felicitated for her 
contribution. 

SANITATION CHAMPION IN ACTION: SUNITA TAMANG
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

As we head towards 2013, it is important to recall three key events from this last 
quarter of 2012. The first happened on 10 October 2012. Exactly two years after 
the launching of the GSF programme in Nepal, the first GSF supported Village 
Development Committee (Bhudhiganga VDC of Bajura district) was declared as open 
defecation free (ODF). This was followed by four more VDCs being declared as ODF 
by December 2012. This clearly shows that the efforts of GSF are starting to bear fruit 
and we expect many more VDCs to declare themselves as ODF in the days ahead. 

Besides triggering communities to become ODF, another major aim of GSF is to 
influence the sector as a whole. In this context, the National Sanitation and Hygiene 
Coordination Committee accepted GSF Nepal’s proposal to initiate a campaign to 
project Bhaktapur as a model on the occasion of the fifth South Asian Conference 
on Sanitation (SACOSAN V). GSF Nepal has responded by taking on the challenge 
of working closely with the Bhaktapur District WASH Committee and other key 
stakeholders to ensure that the district as a whole is declared as ODF by November 
2013. UN-Habitat will also provide technical support to Madhyapur Thimi and 
Bhaktapur municipalities in preparing and implementing City Sanitation Plans. 

On 26 November, the government released the findings of the National Census 2011, 
which showed that 62 percent of the households in Nepal have toilets. This key 
finding shows that the country has made significant progress in the sector and the 
intermediate target of 60% sanitation coverage by 2012/13, set by the Sanitation 
and Hygiene Master Plan and the Three Year Interim Plan ashas been met. 

These key events from the last quarter of 2012 give us additional inspiration as we 
move into 2013, which will be a major year for sanitation movement in Nepal as we 
will be hosting SACOSAN V. UN-Habitat takes this opportunity to wish all of you a 
very happy and productive new year

Bhushan Tuladhar 
Regional Technical Advisor 

South Asia
Urban Basic Services Branch, 

UN-HABITAT
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GSF PROGRAM’S CONTRIBUTION TO SECTOR STRENGTHENING

SANITATION CAMPAIGN  IN ARGHAKHANCHI 

Arghakhanchi district level sanitation campaign facilitated by GSF 
program has strengthened coordination and built capacity of 
stakeholders.  Village WASH Coordination Committee (V-WASH-
CC) has been formed or reformed in all 32 VDCs of the district 
and orientation of  V-WASH-CC members  has been completed in 
10 VDCs which are in process of developing Strategic Plan/Plan of 
Action on sanitation. Similarly, 320 teachers, 78 child clubs, 600 
members of Head Masters,School Management Commitee ,Parents 
Teacher Association , VDC Secretary, 300 civil society member

Mr. Mitramani Khanal, District Education officer (DEO), 
Arghakhanchi, gave inspirational concluding remarks during the 
closing ceremony of a teacher training program, where he clearly 
instructed teachers and school family to be cooperative towards 
ODF campaign and take full accountability and ownership. He 
further noted that this district level ODF campaign have shown 
significant changes in hygiene and sanitation condition in schools 
and communities and made firm commitments to prioritize 
sanitation facilities in schools and make sanitation as  one of the  
criteria to evaluate teacher’s performances. 

The impacts of ODF campaign have been visibly reflected in schools 
where teachers and child clubs are actively engaged for cleanliness 
of toilets and school premises. In Nuwakot high school, toilets 
were closed due to the unhygienic practices of students. However, 
after the launching of sanitation campaign students cleaned and 
maintained the school toilets themselves.

Similarly, in Khanadaha VDC, the catchment areas of Shisu Kalyan 
Primary school and Saraswoti Primary School respectively have been 
declared ODF on 19 December 2012.  School catchment area of 
the Saraswoti Primary School covers 131 households where 31 
households constructed toilet after ODF campaign. In the same way 
Sishu Kalyan Primary School covers 85 households among them 17 
toilet were constructed after frequent visits form students, teacher 
and school management committee

SENIOR CITIZEN ALLOWNACE USED FOR 
TOILET CONTRUCTION IN TIKAPUR

Seventy one years old Tulidevi BK, an inhabitant of Chhekarkhaila-4, 
Tikapur has constructed  a hygienic toilet in her house by utilizing 
her three months’ senior citizen allowances and some loan 
borrowed  from her relatives. There are altogether four members 
- two grandsons, one daughter-in-law and herself in her family., 
Her son has been working abroad for a year but he has not been 
able to send money back home. Tulidevi therefore decided to invest 
her senior citizen allowance of the months May, June and July for 
toilet construction.  As this was only enough to buy rings and pan, 
she took a five thousand rupees loan to buy bricks and pay labour 
charges. belonging to underprivileged group

Whatsoever the circumstances, she affirms “I acknowledged that 
toilet is as important as having a home. So rather than waiting for 
any external support or simply hoping to get subsidy, it is essential 
to construct locally appropriate toilet from our own resources 
because it generates the sense of ownership.” She even stresses, 
“for the first time when I came to know that I have not only been 
taking my own excreta  but  my neighbours are also being affected, 
I was ashamed of myself thinking that even in this old age, I am 
still committing sin.” Nowadays she says “After the completion of 
my toilet, I have been attempting to motivate my neighbours to 
build toilets.” After possessing toilet in her house she is delighted 
for having the opportunity in maintaining her dignity through use 
of toilet. 
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From its inception in 2010, GSF program 
is contributing to national sanitation 
campaigns and policy related matters, such as 
development and launching of the Sanitation 
and Hygiene Master Plan 2011. GSF program 
team is meaningfully engaged in developing 
Master Plan Implementation Guidelines, 
formulating sanitation MDG Acceleration 
Frameworks, preparing booklet on post-

ODF campaign, publishing Sarsafai Sandesh 
(a newsletter of the Sanitation Sector) and 
organizing Nepal Conference on Sanitation 
(NECOSAN).  Currently, the Government has 
entrusted the experts of the GSF program to 
work in the capacity of the contributors for 
preparing the country paper for SACOSAN-V 
in coordination with SACOSAN-V Secretariat 
Nepal led by the Ministry of Urban 

Development. The sanitation sector has 
optimally utilized the expertise of the GSF 
program staffs for central level capacity 
development, knowledge management and 
district level strategic planning activities too. 
GSF program is proud of having association 
with such pertinent sectoral matters and 
contributing to the national sanitation 
campaign led by the Government.

SARSAFAI SANDESH
Year 1 issue 2 of Sarsafai Sandesh has been 
published by Environmental Sanitation 
and Disaster Management Section of the 
Department of Water Supply and Sewerage 
(the secretariat of the National Sanitation 
and Hygiene Coordination Committee) 
with support of Global Sanitation Fund 
Programme Nepal.

The full issue can be downloaded from

http://www.unhabitat.org.np/newsletter_sarsafai_sandesh_year1_issue2.pdf
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WHERE THERE IS WILL THERE IS A WAY.........

By constructing a toilet in their house without any external support, 
Ms Tulani and Mr Laxman Tharu, a blind and deaf couple of Ward 
no 3 Newlapur VDC of Bardiya district  have demonstrated that 
where there is a will there is a way.

The couple were inspired to build an improved toilet through 
community sensitization activities held under GSF programme. 
Despite being physically challenged and having weak economic 
condition, they constructed a toilet on their own and have managed 
to inspire others in their community through their noble deed. 

“JOURNEY FROM NEGLIGENCE TO 
OWNERSHIP”

STAKEHOLDER’S FORMAL COMMITMENTS TO 
DECLARE BHAKTAPUR DISTRICT ODF BY 2013  

 ©IDS

The Government of Nepal 
has decided to showcase 
Bhaktapur district as a 
model district for sanitation 
during the upcoming Fifth 
South Asian Conference on 
Sanitation (SACOSAN V), 
which will be held in Nepal 
in November 2013. It is 
proposed that the opening of 
the conference will be held at 
the Bhaktapur Durbar Square, 
which is a World Heritage Site 
and the district will also be 
declared as Open Defecation 
Free on the occasion. As 
Bhaktapur is located within 
Kathmandu Valley, combining 
its ODF declaration with 
SACOSAN-V, will generate 

significant media coverage which will play an important role 
in attracting public attention on the issue of sanitation and 
trigger further action throughout the country. In this context, a 
stakeholders’ workshop held on November 14 2012 has made a 
formal declaration to make Bhaktapur district ODF by 2013 along 
with the following key commitments.

•	 By 2013, achieve ODF status in all the settlements, toles and 
wards and ultimately in the entire VDCs and municipalities.

•	 All stakeholders will make sanitation a common agenda in 
their ongoing promotional and developmental activities.

•	 A sanitation information center will be established at Water 
Supply and Sanitation Division Office Bhaktapur for database 
management.

•	 A basket fund on sanitation will be established and mobilized 
with the leadership of DDC, municipality and VDC.

•	 All stakeholders will allocate 20% budget of their water supply 
and sanitation sector to sanitation. And DDC, municipality 
and VDC will allocate 10% budget of the central level grant 
and the development fund of the Member of Parliament to 
support sanitation campaign. 

•	 All development partners will be given permission to work 
in the district only after they allocate certain budget in the 
basket fund.

•	 Strong partnership will be established with media for wider 
advocacy and publicity.

•	 All the members of political parties and staff of the government 
and non-governmental organizations will build toilets in their 
households to back up ODF movement.

•	 All the concerned government and non-governmental 
organizations will disseminate slogans and sanitation 
messages through letter pad, envelops and other publications.

GSF Programme in Nepal is supporting the Government of Nepal 
and the Bhaktapur District WASH Coordination Committee in 
establishing Bhaktapur as a model district. 

Ram Bali Chaudhari, resident of Tikapur-1, Mauraniya, has become a 
sanitation campaigner in his community, of 48 households where till 
recently there were only four toilets. Initially he was also waiting for 
subsidy but once he was triggered through IDS Nepal, a GSF partner 
organization, he became the first person to immediately construct a 
toilet and motivate others to do the same. Then after, he frequently 
arranged sensitization meetings applying different triggering tools 
in different locations in the communities. Inspired by his continuous 
efforts, the community made a collective commitment to achieve 
ODF status within 2 months. At a Neighbourhood Committee 
meeting that he called,   he succeeded in convincing committee 
members to provide Rs. 33,000 to 22 poor households as a soft 
loan at Rs. 1,500 per household for constructing toilets

 © IDS
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First Funding Round

Project title Sub-grantee Total 
Budget 
(USD)

Project 
period

Target 
beneficiaries

Outcomes of the project (till December 
2012)

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene 
Behavioural Promotion in Bajura

SEBAC / GIFT Bajura 143,005 15 Months 82,117 people •	 37,270 people have access to improved sanitation 
facilities

•	 2 VDCs and 100 communities declared ODF

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene 
Behavioural Promotion in Bardiya

IDS Nepal / SWO 
Bardiya

149,283 15 Months 186,814 people •	 14,990 people have access to improved sanitation 
facilities

•	 123 communities ODF

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene 
Behavioural Promotion in Gulariya Municipality

Gulariya Municipality 52,940 12 Months 62,540 people •	 5,200 people have access to improved sanitation 
facilities

•	 27 communities declared ODF

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene 
Behavioural Promotion in Tikapur Municipality

IDS Nepal / NJS Kailali 34,092 12 Months 50,782 people •	 4,185 people have access to improved sanitation 
facilities

•	 12 communities declared ODF

Orientation on Total Sanitation and Behavioural Change to 
Schools, Communities and Local Stakeholders in Bajura

NRCS HQ / NRCS 
Bajura

83,839 15 Months 1.350 people and 
120 schools

•	 1,523 people capaciated

•	 125 schools capaciated

Orientation on Total Sanitation and Behavioral Change to 
Schools, Communities and Local Stakeholders in Bardiya

RSN / SMID Bardiya 81,119 12 Months 1,453 people and 
135 Schools

•	 1,306 people capaciated

•	 136 schools cpaciated

Capacity Development of Stakeholders on Sector Coordination 
and Planning in Bajura

SEBAC / GIFT Bajura 17,610 14 Months 29 D-WASH-
CC members 
capaciated

•	 D-WASH-CC formed and strenghned

•	 10 D-WASH-CC members capaciated

Capacity Development of Stakeholders on Sector Coordination 
and Planning in Bardiya

IDS Nepal / SWO 
Bardiya

19,916 14 Months 29 D-WASH-
CC members 
capaciated

•	 D-WASH-CC formed and strenghned

•	 49 D-WASH-CC members capaciate

Completed Projects under First Funding Round
District Level Master Triggerers’ ToT in Total Sanitation in 
Bajura District

ECARDS / HRC Bajura 17,528 8 Months 35 district level 
triggers

•	 41 district level triggers trained

District Level Master Triggerers’ ToT on Total Sanitation in 
Bardiya District including Gulariya and Tikapur Municipalities

Samjhauta / TWUC 
Bardiya

17,482 8 Months 35 district level 
triggers

•	 39 district level triggers trained

Orientation on Total Sanitation and Behavioural Change to 
Schools, Communities and Local Stakeholders in Gulariya and 
Tikapur Municipalities

Samjhauta / TWUC 
Bardiya

15,572 9 Months 1,702 people and 
44 Schools

•	 381 people trained

PROJECTS OF  GSF PROGRAMME NEPAL 

SECOND FUNDING ROUND

Project title Sub-grantee Total 
Budget 
(USD)

Project 
period

Target 
beneficiaries

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene Behavioral Promotion in Bardiya IDS Nepal / SWO 
Bardiya

l57,688 18 Months 751,125 people

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene Behavioral Promotion in Arghakhanchi NEST / SSIC 
Arghkhanchi

363,739 24 Months 200,446 people

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene Behavioral Promotion in Sindhupalchowk SEBAC/JAGRAS 
Nepal

355,257 24 Months 57,890 people

Open Defecation Free Campaign and Sanitation and Hygiene Behavioral Promotion in Sunsari CSDC Sunsari 334,073 24 Months 751,125 people

Capacity Building on Total Sanitation and Behavioural Change to Schools, Communities and Local Level Stakeholders In 
Bardiya District

RSN / SMID Bardiya 112,677 18 Months 8,538 people and 125 
schools

Capacity Building on Total Sanitation and Behavioural Change to Schools, Communities and Local Level Stakeholders In 
Arghakhanchi District

ECARDS / PRAG 271,680 24 Months 12,276 people and 
300 schools

Capacity Building on Total Sanitation and Behavioural Change to Schools, Communities and Local Level Stakeholders In 
Sindhupalchowk District

CODEF / WSRC 213,623 24 Months 9,246 people and 220 
schools

Capacity Building on Total Sanitation and Behavioural Change to Schools, Communities and Local Level Stakeholders In 
Sunsari District

WEL / CDO 218,572 24 Months 9,210 people and 220 
Schools

Orientation and Sensitization of District and VDC Level Stakeholders in Sector Coordination, Planning and Implementation 
in Arghakhanchi District

ECARDS / PRAG 44,046 12 Months 960 people

Orientation and Sensitization of District and VDC Level Stakeholders in Sector Coordination, Planning and Implementation 
in Sindhupalchowk District

SEBAC/JAGRAS 
Nepal

51,236 12 Months 1,110 people

Orientation and Sensitization of District and VDC Level Stakeholders in Sector Coordination, Planning and Implementation 
in Sunsari District

CODEF / NAWA 
Nepal

47,057 12 Months 1,050 people

Implementing GSF Commnnication and Knowledge Management Strategy NEST / NRCS Bardiya 33,184 15 Months All stakeholders 
including media

Sector Strengthening for Operationalizing Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 2011 DWSS 180,500 24 Months Sector instituions, 
VDCs and 
Municipalities
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER VISITS VDCs TO MONITOR THE SANITATION SITUATION   

Sindhupalchowk 6 November 2012, 
Mr Balram Dhakal, Local Development 
Officer (LDO) of Sindhupalchowk District, 
has been visiting communities in Barabise, 
Jethal and Thumpakhar VDCs to monitor 
the sanitation situation and motivate 
households for proper sanitation. Such 
visits have encouraged community people 
to construct toilets and maintain good 
sanitation condition.  The total sanitation 
campaign has been ongoing in 37 VDCs 
of the district with the support of GSF 
program. SEBAC Nepal and JAGRAS Nepal 
are facilitating the ODF campaign in the 
district in coordination with District WASH 
Coordination Committee. 

A resident of Barabise VDC Ward 1, Mr. 
Ganesh Kumari Karki, said that she has left 

all her important household chores and 
started constructing her toilet because she 
felt very shameful in front of the LDO for 
not having toilet in her house. In this VDC 
a total of 150 water seal permanent toilets 
have been constructed during one month.

Considering the severity of hazardous 
sanitation situation, the LDO had requested 
the people of Mude Bazar to construct 
septic tank for the safe disposal of waste. 
Ms. Sarita Lama, chairperson of women 
group, made commitments to build septic 
tanks in the locality without any delay. 

News Source: Sangram 
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A facebook page named Sanitation and Hygiene Forum Nepal 
which is administered by GSF Nepal has now been operational since 
July 1 2012. The main objective of this page is to act a platform to 
share the best practices on sanitation sector. Please do visit the link 
below and Like the page if you wish to get informed on what is 
happening in the sanitation sector

https://www.facebook.com/sanhyforum.nepal

For more information, contact:
United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme
Tel.: 977-1-5542816,
P.O. BOX 107, Lalitpur, Nepal
unhabitat.nepal@unhabitat.org.np

GSF IN LOCAL MEDIA

NEPAL SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
FORUM IN FACEBOOK 

GSF Programme Districts celebrated the 5th Global Handwashing Day with enthusiasm 
by organizing a variety of programmes such as awareness campaigns among teachers, 
students and parents. Please visit the link below for some photos of the events. 

http://s1219.beta.photobucket.com/user/unhabitatnepal/library/Handwashing_
day_2012

WORLD HANDWASHING DAY CELEBERATED IN GSF DISTRICTS
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STUDENTS BEGGING FOR TOILET

Bardiya 9 October  2012,  Following the 
decision by the District WASH Coordination 
Committee to declare Bardiya district ODF 
by 2015, sanitation campaigns are now 
ongoing in full swing in various VDCs 
of Bardiya. Schools, local communities 
and different organizations are actively 
participating in the campaigns. Students 
have now started a campaign for begging 
toilets. This campaign has been successful 
for those parents who are not willing 

to construct toilet stating their financial 
condition. The campaign is now going on in 
Saurahawa and Mohamadpur VDCs.

News Source: Dainik Nepalgunj
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