
Global Sanitation Fund Programme (GSF) 
in Nepal started its campaign in 2010 
with the commitment to support the 
government for the operationalization 
of the Sanitation and Hygiene Master 
plan 2011. The on-going successful 
campaign in six districts (Bajura, Bardiya, 
Arghakhanchi, Sindhupalchowk,Sunsari 
and Bhaktapur ) and six municipalities 
(Madhyapur Thimi, Gulariya, 
Tikapur,Bhaktapur, Ithari and Inaruwa 
in five developmental regions, has led 
towards expansion of the programme in 
8 Terai districts (Parsa, Bara, Rautahat, 
Sarlahi,Mahottari, Dhanusha,Siraha 
and Saptari) and 1 mountain district 
Dolakha covering the timeframe up to 
2017. This expansion aims to support 
the Government to archive the national 
sanitation target of 100% by 2017 by 

initiating its campaign in the 8 Terai 
districts where the sanitation coverage is 
minimum.

The campaign will follow the approach 
as prescribed by the National Sanitation 
and Hygiene Master Plan. Therefore, the 
campaign will be led by District Water 
Sanitation and Hygiene Coordination 
Committee (D-WASHCCs),Village 
Development Committee (VDC) 
Level Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
Coordination Committee (V-WASH-CCs) 
and Municiapl Level Water Sanitation 
and Hygiene Coordination Committee 
(M-WASH-CC) with continuous and 
regular monitoring and follow up 
by Regional Water and Sanitation 
Coordination Committee (R-WASH-CCs 
) and National Sanitation and Hygiene 

Coordination Commitee (NSHCC). 
UN-Habitat through its sub-grantees 
will provide support, to the respective 
D-WASH-CC and V/M-WASH-CC based 
on an agreed programme of action 
for implementing the Master Plan.
The programme has already started 
its campaign from April 2014 with 12 
partners covering a budget of USD 1.9 
million in the first phase. The major 
achievement during this short span 
of time is successfully conducting the 
Bara Sanitation Conference and ODF 
declaration of ward 1,4 and 5 of Basatpur 
VDC of Rautahat district.
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Gsf proGress Up to JUne 2014
parameters achievements Gsf targets by 2017

People living in ODF environments 741,230 3,763,933

Access to improve sanitation facilities 700,725   3,083,212

People living in target areas 741,230 7,454,635

Communities declared ODF 6,022 22,725
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GSF INtROduCtION
GSF is a pooled global fund to boost 
expenditure on sanitation services 
and adopt good hygiene practices. It 
is estimated that 2.6 billion people, 
about 40% of the world’s population, 
do not have access to basic sanitation. 
The GSF offers an efficient and cost 
effective opportunity for contributors 
to help the world’s poorest people 
address this most basic everyday need. 
The GSF is a programme of the Water 
Supply and Sanitation Collaborative 
Council (WSSCC) and was launched in 
2008. 

GSF in Nepal started from 2010 for 
five years with the commitment 
to support the government for 
operationalization ofSanitation and 
Hygiene Master Plan 2011. The 
successful ongoing implementation 
of GSF Programme in Nepal in 
Six districts ( Bajura, Bardiya, 
Arghakhanchi, Sindhupalchowk, 
Sunsari and Bhaktapur ) and six 
muncipilities ( Madhyapur Thimi, 
Gulariya, Tikapur, Bhaktapur, Ithari 
and Inaruwa ) in five developmental 
regions, has led towards expansion 
of the programme in 8 Terai districts 
(Parsa, Bara, Rautahat, Sarlahi, 
Mahottari, Dhanusha,Siraha and 
Saptari) and 1 mountain district 
Dolakha covering the timeframe upto 
2017. The major components of GSF 
programme are

a) Consensus Building

b) Sector Coordination and Planning

c) Capacity Building

d) ODF Campaign

e) Sanitation Marketing

f) Monitoring

g) Knowledge Management
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The GSF programme is finally on the ground in the eight Terai districts (from Parsa to 
Saptari), which are considered by many to be the most challenging districts to promote 
sanitation in Nepal and the main bottleneck for achieving the government's target of 
achieving 100% sanitation coverage in the country by 2017.  According to the 2011 census, 
over 5.4 million people live in these districts but only 27% of the total households in these 
districts have toilets and only 13% have improved toilets. These districts face numerous 
challenges such as high incidence of poverty, poor governance, cultural practices that accept 
open defecation as the norm and heavy subsidies for toilets across the open border. 

In spite of these challenges, just in a few months, we have learnt that change is possible 
and the Terai is ready for change. We are convinced that we can take on this challenge with 
active leadership from local bodies, support from other partners and participation of the local 
people. As always, our mantra for success continues to be "Local Government Leadership; 
Stakeholders' Partnership; and Community Ownership" Looking forward to a successful Terai 
Sanitation Campaign.   

Sanitation Champion in aCtion:moti KriShna ShreStha 

In this issue of SANI-NEWS, we salute the effort 
of Mr Moti Krishna Shrestha of Thampaldhap 
VDC of Sindhupalchowk for his leadership 
in the Open Defecation Free Campaign. He 
looks elderly by appearance, but the energy 
he posses is not less than that of youths. With 
age, he has crossed more than 5 decades, but 
he can overtake anyone on foot. At the time 
people refuse to talk about shit in the village, 
he became shit president and he his proud of 
it

About a year ago, VWASHCC was formulated 
in the VDC with the facilitation of the local 
NGO, entitled, CDECF. Unlikely other local 
leaders, he found the issue “Open Defecation” 
as prime concern for the village development 
and key to make the village clean and healhy. 
“Nobody wanted to take the lead for the ODF 
Campaign in the village. Then, I realized if 
we really expect change then we should take 
lead. And I took the lead in Thampaldhap as 
Shit President to clean all the open defecation 

habits and mindsets of the locals.” He said. 
Later he convince other political leaders and 
others to accelerate the campaign in the VDC.

Now the VDC has been declared as ODF with 
the witness of  DWASHCC representatives. 
And he wishes to march further upto total 
sanitation. “The campaign has started in our 
village a year back. It’s not difficult to begin 
the campaign but to achieve the highest 
level. I am not gonna stop my efforts; rather 
continue up to making it a healthy society.” 

Last but not least, “One man can change the 
society” has been proved in Thampaldhap 
VDC by Mr. Moti Krishna Shrestha. He along 
with his team has made 100 % sanitation 
coverage from zero in the VDC. Out of 713 
households, they made to construct/use 397 
new toilets just within one year of time. His 
contribution will be remembered forever in 
the VDC and the district for his leadership on 
ODF.
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SChOOl PRACtICING MENStRuAtION hyGIENE 

Arghakhanchi,  Shree Janjyoti Higher Secondary School of Arghakhanchi 
District has set an good example by implementing Menstruation Hygiene 
Programme in the School. The target students are from class 8,9 and 10. 
“The proper facilities of using sanitary pads are available in this school to 
the students, who shared their problems about their menstruation period”, 
said Mrs. Sabitra, sanitation focal person of the school.

Sanitary pads which are distributed to the students during the menstruation 
period are free of cost. In the school there is a proper disposal system for 
used pads.The used pads are collected in the safe disposal place and then 
burned, said Mrs. Sabitra. She also said that, due to the total sanitation 
campaign students are more open to discuss about their menstruation 
problems. She gratefully thanked the total sanitation campaign for mentally 
changing the views of the students towards menstruation cycle.

On asking the students of grade 8, 9 and 10, they are freely sharing their 
problem to the focal person of the school. Sanitary pads that are being 
provided by the school are properly used by the students. This shows that 
the students are more aware about their menstruation hygiene. The school 
also has started giving knowledge on menstruation hygiene. This shows 
that the school is very much committed in sanitation and hygiene issues.

CElEbRAtION OF MENStRuAl hyGIENE dAy 

The Global Sanitation Fund (GSF) Programme in Nepal which is being executed by UN-Habitat Nepal and funded by Water Supply and 
Sanitation Collaborative Council marked the Menstrual Hygiene Day on 28th May 2014 in different districts of GSF Programme.

As a preparation of the day UN-Habitat /GSF programme organized a meeting with various stakeholders which included USAID, 
OXFAM, UNICEF, NRCS, ECARDS and CODEF.  During the meeting there was discussion on organization’s contribution on Menstrual 
Hygiene Management.  UN-Habitat informed that it has been working on reducing Chaupadi in Bajura district through various 
awareness programmes.It also discussed about programme that was going to be conducted during that day. The meeting also 
concluded with forming a task force for developing various IEC/BCC materials on Menstrual Hygiene Management. On that day Mr 
Bhushan Tuladhar, Regional CTA of UN-Habitat also gave an interview in Radio Sagarmatha on the importance of Menstrual Hygiene 
Management

On that particular day, a video on Menstrual Hygiene “Amma ji” was showed in various schools and communities of Terai district as 
the language was in Hindi. The District Coordinators of UN-Habitat/GSF programme in coordination with D-WASH-CC organized these 
events. 

dISCRIMINAtION duRING MENStRuAtION

Bajura District which is one of the most remote district in Nepal has a 
tradition of keeping women in a seperate small house which is far away 
from home during the menstruation period which is generally known as 
"Chaupadi". During this period women face lots of physical and mental 
problems while living in these types of houses. The serious problem which 
they face is the insecurity problem and even there has been news of rape 
case during chaupadi. During that time they are not provided nutritious 
food like milk and fruits. People believe if they are provided milk, the cow 
will stop giving milk; likewise trees will stop bearing fruits if the fruits are 
given to them. These women nonetheless have to carry out tough tasks like 
fetching water, collecting fodders, cleaning animal sheds, working in the 
fields and doing other heavy work during that time.

This tradition of chaupadi is now becomming a barrier to the  ongoing ODF 
campaign which has been initiated by GSF Nepal and now has adopted an 
innovative approach to create awareness on chaupadi and declare it has 
chaupadi free zone. For this kuldevmandu VDC of Bajura district has been 
declared chaupadi free zone. This VDC achieved this status through mass 
awareness campaign conducted by GSF Programme.
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SAvING Old AGE PENSION tO buIld tOIlEt

Bara, Ms Basanta Maya Shrestha, 55 years,a resident of 
Kolbi VDC in Bara district has constructed her own toilet by 
saving the old age pension. She used Nrs 5500 of her old age 
pension. She constructed her own toilet within five days with 
the help of two labours.

She also remember those days when she use to defecate 
in the nearby jungle but due to the daily complain of her 
neighbhours she stopped defecating there and went to her 
brother's toilet. Later her sister-in -law refused her to use 
the toilet and saw bio-gas toilet in her neighbhours but was 
unable to build one due to her poor financial condition.

Later in the VDC after the GSF programme was implemented, 
she came to know the importance of the toilet and started 
building one for herself through the old age pension she 
used to receive.

Now she is very much proud to have her own toilet and is 
also happy that she does not have to listen complain of her 
neighbhours.

StRONG POlItICAl COMMIttEd FOR OdF

Sarlahi, 16th June could be taken as the golden day for sarlahi 
district ODF movement that grabbed strongest political 
commitment to accelerate ODF campaign. The occasion was 
the First Municipality Sanitation Conference in Malangwa 
where Former minister and current CA member Mr. 
Mahendra Ray, Former minister and current CA member Ms. 
Chanda Chaudhari, Current CA member Mr. Jangilal Ray, CA 
member Mrs. Kamala Devi Mahato and Mrs. Rajeshwori Devi 
Sah expressed their commitment to support ODF movement 
in the district. Ms. Chanda Chaudhari informed that she has 
got support from Indian Embassy to build a well facilitated 
Sulav Toilet in Malangwa municipality which could partially 
be used as a lodge and facility of ATM, Library and other 
similar services could also be added to this toilet building. 
It would be managed by a Sulav team for the next 25 years 
and then handed over to local authority. She also expressed 
her commitment to support for 5 VDCs ODF declarations. 
This was the strongest commitment ever heard where CA 
member taking responsibility for ODF declaration. Similarly, 
CA member Jangilal Ray expressed his commitment to 
involve into ODF campaign in the VDC he belongs from and 
also accompany in adjoining VDCs. Similarly, former minister 
and current CA member Mr. Mahendra Ray was committed 
to extend all sort of support from his part while speaking as 
a chief guest of the program. C.A. members, Mrs. Kamala 
Devi Mahato and Mrs. Rajeshwori Devi Sah also had similar 
commitment for ODF campaign. If these commitments are 
me,t as per the spirit of its expression, district will get a big 
push in ODF campaign in days to come

dEClARAtION OF MOdEl SChOOl

Nepal is in the sanitation movement where there is an 
ongoing competition of declaring VDCs and Districts ODF. 
In addition to this Sunsari District has taken a new step of 
declaring Schools as model school for sanitation.

In Sunsari district, GSF programme is working in 220 
schools to promote sanitation. The 220 schools does not 
have same situation of sanitation but there are many 
schools who fulfill the 10 criteria of sanitation facilities. On 
the ocassion of National Sanitation Week, various rallies 
were organized by schools and 5 schools who fufilled 
the 10 criteria of sanitation facilities with an exceptional 
performance in sanitation were declared model schools. 

The five  schools declared are saraswati primary school, 
baklauri-7, Janajagriti primary school, singhiya-7, Sunsari 
lower secondary school, Mahendranagar-7,shisujyoti lower 
secondary school, Mahendranagar 7 and Bhawani primary 
school , Satejhoro-1
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Gita Devi, 25 of Betauna VDC, Siraha who lives with her three 
children and works as an agricultural labor at others place  after 
attending a program held on Betauna came to know about the 
importance of the toilet. After that , she convinced her husband to 
construct a toilet which would lead them to a better future ahead 
and spent NPR 20,000 for constructing it and even took a loan of 
2,000 when they ran out of money.

Gita Devi even being an illiterate and from a very deprived group 
understood that a good sanitation and hygienic habit can reduce 
a lot of diseases which will also improve their financial structure 
and altogether their whole family life and can also educate their 
children. She also suggests her neighbors to construct as soon 
as possible and even the place where she works has started 
constructing toilet being ashamed that the person who works at 
their house has toilet but they do not have. This also has led them 
to be an icon in that VDC who took a step ahead towards Open 
Defecation Free movement showing that everyone who has desire 
can build Toilet

GItA dEvI'S dESIRE tO CONStRuCt tOIlEt

GlIMPSES OF bARA SANItAtION CONFERENCE

On June 23 and 24 2014, D-WASH-CC of Bara organized District Conference on Sanitation. There were 380 particirpants out of which 
356 were male and 24 were female. 13 Political parties representative were also present in this conference.

At the end of this conference, all the participants declared a 11 point Bara Declaration. 

MuSlIM COMMuNIty CONStRuCt tOIlEt

The muslim community of Kotila VDC of Bajura District has come a long 
way in achieving sanitation within one year. The only muslim setllement has 
22 households and used defecate openly.

The community leader, Sat Miya said with pride says "Now each house in 
the community has a toilet and everyone keeps their surroundings neat 
and tidy" She also added that she is quite happy that this change happen 
in one year period and also thanked various organizations including Global 
Sanitation Fund (GSF) Programme.

This community has now drastically been changed after the Sanitation 
Awareness campaign launched in this community

Most of population in this community are illeterate and poor. Another local  
Jyoti Miya said that he is quite happy to be living in a clean environment 
after all the community people constructed toilet. According to him GSF 
programme has assisted them in achieving this.

About 13 VDCs in the district have been declared open defecation free 
zones so far, said Hansa Thapa, sub-engineer at drinking water and 
sanitation sub-division office. 

© Himalayan Times 
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COMMItMENt FROM tRIGGERS

Sanitation Triggerers in Dhanusha District have made written 
commitment to trigger the community for sanitation and 
hygiene behavior promotion aiming to declare Dhanusha 
District open defecation free (ODF) till the end of December 
2015. The comitment was made during Total Sanitation 
Promotion Training for the selected VDC level Triggerers 
in Gopalpur of Dhanusha on 22 July 2014. 33 selected 
Triggerers from 15 working VDCs have participated in the 
training.

They have mentioned to be actively involved for promotion 
of total sanitation voluntarily, to be actively involved to 
accelerate the sanitation campaign in local led approach 
following Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan of Nepal 2068, 
and follow the declarations made by Dhanusha Sanitation 
Conference and Tarai Sanitation Conference. 

Similarly, they have made written commitment to trigger 
the community of own VDC for achieving ODF status in the 
targeted date,  establish sanitation as the matter of health, 
glory and self-dignity; and make collaborative effort to 
establish open defecation as the social crime. 

bARdIyA OdF vdC REACh 22

The ongoing sanitation movement in Bardiya District is now 
showing its result. With the declaration of Sanoshree VDC 
on 14th June 2014, the number of ODF declared VDC now 
has reached 22 in Bardiya District

The declaration program in Sanoshree was organized on 
the chairmanship of V WASH CC chairperson Mr. Arjun 
Subedhi where member of CA Ms. Lila Rana Magar was the 
chief guest of the program. Likewise, Member Secretary of 
R WASH CC Mr. Binod Kumar Agrawal, Chairperson of D 
WASH CC Mr. Shiva Prasad Regmi, Chief of DHO Mr. Achut 
Lamichane, Member Secretary of D WASH CC Mr. Arjun 
Kumar Bam, District Coordinator of UN-Habitat Mr. Gaurilal 
Budhathoki, Chairperson of IDS Nepal Ms. Prabha Pokhrel, 
President of NGO federation Mr. Bishnu Timilsina were the 
special guests of the program.

Through this campaign, 4184 HHs and 21,372 population 
of Sanoshree have been directly benefited. It is a great 
achievement that 3 VDCs: Belwa, Pashupatinagar and 
Sanoshree have been declared ODF zone within one month

MISSION SuNSARI OdF

In Sunsari district, very specifically, scattered efforts and gradual 
progress in development of hygienic behaviors with toilet 
construction did not turn meaningful. So, D-WASH-CC came 
to realize setting a mechanism for development of united way 
to capacitate and feel responsible to every people for moving 
ahead in sanitation and hygiene behaviors with initiation of an 
appropriate way to end open defecation. To meet the same 
purpose D-WASH-CC, Sunsari in an active initiation of WSSDO, 
Itahari developed an approach naming "Mission Sunsari ODF" in 
cordial facilitation of GSF/UN-HABITAT Program, Sunsari. "Mission 
Sunsari ODF" is a holistic and methodological tool comprising 
varied technologies viz. motivational, triggering and pressurizing, 
according to circumstance of community and nature of the people 
who really are to be benefited by the campaigning.

By now Mission Sunsari ODF has been introduced in 7 VDCs 
namely Sonapur, Ramgunjbelchhiya, Basantapur, Baklauri, 
Kaptangunj, West Kushaha and Ghuski. Among them 4 
(Ramgunjbelchhiya, Basantapur, Baklauri and Kaptangunj) have 
already been declared ODF and remaining three are in noticeable 
progress.

SIx vdC OdF IN A MONth

Open Defecation Free (ODF) Campaign, a nation-wide campaign 
has accelerated remarkably in Sindhupalchowk district. During 
the month of January, 2014, six Village Development Committees 
(VDCs) of Sindhupalchowk have been declared as ODF VDCs. 
DWASHCC-Sindhupalchowk Meeting held on December 23 and 
31, 2013 and endorsed the 6 VDCs to declare on the assigned 
date. 

So far 22 VDCs has become declared as ODF in Sindhupalchowk 
in which 6 has declared only in January, 2014. Though there were 
able to declare 22 VDCs as ODF with the construction of 6009, 
more than 21 thousand toilets have built in Sindhupalchowk just 
from the facilitation of GSF/UN-Habitat up-to January end, 2014 
and the numbers of people are accelerating to stop defecate in 
open.

Gsf neWs
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proJects of terai district-first pHase

district lead implementing partners local implementing partners target 
beneficiaries

Parsa District •	 NRCS, Parsa 

•	 AYC Parsa

•	 NA

•	 NA

•	 30 VDCs

•	 139 schools

Bara District •	 ENPHO, Kathmandu 

•	 IDS, Kathmandu 

•	 NRCS, Bara

•	 CHEC, Bara

•	 30 VDCs, 

•	 130 schools

Rautahat District •	 NEST, Pokhara •	 ECDC, Rautahat •	 30 VDCs 

•	 156 schools

Sarlahi District •	 STANDS Nepal, Kathmandu/ •	 RWUA, Sarlahi •	 10 VDCs 

•	 231 schools

Mahottari District •	 Naulo Ghumti - Pokhara •	 Surya Deep Rural Society, Mahottari •	 15 VDCs

•	 84 schools

Dhanusha District •	 JWAS, Dhanusha

•	 SODEP, Dhanusha

•	 NA

•	 NA

•	 30 VDCs 

•	 122 schools

Siraha District •	 ECARDS, Kathmandu / •	  Shrijana Community Development Center, Siraha •	 30 VDCs 

•	 136 schools

Saptari District •	 WEL, Biratnagar •	 Sabal Nepal •	 30 VDCs 

•	 130 schools 

Mahottari District •	 RYC, Mahottari •	 NA
•	 40 VDCs 

•	 340 schools

neW district coordinators
name: Binod Prasad Gupta
duty station: Parsa
Mr. Gupta comes from Agriculture Extension background being involved with 
Local Infrastructure for Livelihood Improvement Project of Helvetas /SDC . Mr. 
Gupta has more 7 years of wide range of diverse experience in decentralized 
project planning and Management for Governance strengthening, Nutrition 
and WASH, Rural Poverty and Livelihood, Food Security, Community Energy 
Planning, Social Mobilization & Social Inclusion and other development sector. 

name: Hari Budhathoki
duty station: Saptari
Mr. Budhatoki comes from the social background and has 14 years of 
experiences  working in NGO sector and 6 years experiences in WASH sector.
He has wide range of experience especially in conducting trainings and 
developing WASH Plan.

name: Indra Bahadur Chand
duty station: Mahottari
Mr. Chand comes from  civil engineering, Economics and management 
background being involved with freelancer WASH consultant. He has 21 years 
of wide range of experience in WASH sector. He has been  professionally 
involved in planning,  designing,  managing,  monitoring and evaluating  of  
more than 150  water supply and sanitation projects in 40 district of Nepal. 

name: Mithilesh Kumar Jha
duty station: Rautahat
Mr Jha comes from social background having extensive involvement with 
projects governed by ISDN and other I/NGOs.He has13 years of experience in 
social mobilization and community level development sector

name: Ram Prakash Singh
duty station: Siraha
Mr. Singh comes from a Social / Technical background being involved with 
CARE Nepal. He has 17 years of wide range experience including 9 years 
of experience in Community & School Water And Sanitation Hygiene 
(WASH) sector. He has conducted various trainings related to WASH and 
successfully implemented and organised many Total Sanitation Campaigns, 
and various WASH projects facilitated by CARE Nepal as a District 

Programme Officer / District Programe  Coordinator/ Infrastructure Development Officer 
providing support to 7 Districts.  As a result of his continuous effort, more than 45 VDCs 
has been declared as Open Defecation Free in various districts including Kalikot, Pyuthan, 
Panchthar, etc with joint collaboration with different agencies. He has also been awarded 
by DWASH-CC of Kalikot and RWASH-CC of Mid west region surkhet.

name: Shanti Kumari Pauthak
duty station: Sunsari
Ms.Pauthak has 11 years of working experience in different NGOs 
and INGOs. Basically, she has experience in community mobilization, 
monitoring skill and NGO/CBO mobilization She has successfully design 
and conducted various type of training, related on WASH . She has 
implemented different type of projects with different NGOs/INGOs in 
Hilly and Terai area. Ms. Pauthak has played great role to 5 VDCs ODF 

declarations in Sunsari district.

name: Sushil Raj Gautam,  
duty station: Bara
Mr. Gautam, has been associated with different national/International 
Nongovernmental organization (s) at the community, district 
and national level. Mr. Gautam  comes from a Natural Resources 
Management (NRM) background being involved with GSF/WASH  
project in Sindhupalchpowk district.He has over 15 years of wide range 
of experience in the field of NRM including Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene (WASH) sector. Through his team work, dedication and commitment, over 90 
Communities and 30 VDCs have been declared as ODF in Sindhupalchowk.

name: Kashi Kant Thakur
duty station: Sarlahi
Mr. Thakur has 8 years of experience in Water and Sanitation (WASH) 
sector that includes implementation of EcosSan toilet in Nagarkot and 
Darechowk where communites constructed 750 EcoSan toilets. He 
has developed and partially published a unique sort of sanitation mass 
awareness software presentation that is informative and interesting both 
for intellectual as well as illiterate. He has previously served as DC for 

Sunsari under GSF.

name: Sulochana Joshi
duty station: Dolakha
Ms. joshi comes from social background being involved with different 
development program like DLGSP, MGEP program and organization like 
HASTI-AIDS, ENPHO. She has 5 years of wide range of experience in 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) sector. She has 2 years expereince 
in strenghening regional WASH resource centre of mid –western. Through 
her effort, One community of Gulariya municipality of Bardiya district and 

5 VDCs of surkhet district have been declared Open Defecation Free

name: Binod Sharma
duty station: Dhanusha
Mr Sharma comes from social background being involved with Nucleus 
for Empowerment through Skill Transfer (NEST). He has 7 years of 
experience in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) sector. He has 
experience of 18 years in mass communication and journalism being 
affiliated with national and international electronic and print media. 
He has successfully led the total sanitation campaign in Arghakhanchi 

District under GSF Program on behalf of NEST as District Project Coordinator (DPC),

name: Sanjaya Devkota
duty station: Bardiya
Mr. Devkota comes from social background being involved with Integrated 
Development Society (IDS) Nepal. He has 10 years of wide range of 
experience in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) sector. Through his 
effort, more than 42 Communities 48 Wards and 16 VDCs have been 
declared Open Defecation Free in Bardiya district
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A facebook page named Sanitation and Hygiene Forum Nepal 
which is administered by GSF Nepal has now been operational since 
July 1 2012. The main objective of this page is to act a platform to 
share the best practices on sanitation sector. Please do visit the link 
below and Like the page if you wish to get informed on what is 
happening in the sanitation sector

https://www.facebook.com/sanhyforum.nepal

for more information, contact:
United nations Human settlements 
programme
tel.: 977-1-5542816,
p.o. Box 107, lalitpur, nepal
unhabitat.nepal@unhabitat.org.np

Gsf in local media

nepal sanitation and HYGiene 
forUm in faceBook 

Elderly citizens of Kotila VDC in Bajura are an elated lot because 
there are toilets in every house in the village now. 

Radhika BK, an elderly citizen of Kotila VDC used the toilet for 
the first time in her life after the toilet construction campaign was 
launched in the villages of Bajura.

BK, 75, answered nature’s call in a toilet for the first time in her 
life. “I had never used a toilet before,” she said. BK added that she 
did not have to worry while answering nature’s call now as she no 
longer had to use open space for the same. 

Not only BK, almost all the elderly citizens of the VDC got the 
opportunity to use a toilet for the first time in their lives. This 
became possible after a campaign ‘one toilet for a house’ was 
launched in the district. “I had to go to the bushes and streams to 
answer nature’s call with the help of a stick,” said Sanya Damain, 
78, of the VDC, adding that she did not have to fear wild animals 
or poisonous insects anymore.

OdF StAtuS OF GSF SuPPORtEd SIx dIStRICtS AS OF JuNE 2014

all HoUses in BaJUra VillaGes HaVe toilets

After the campaign began, the villagers had begun to tease those locals who did not construct toilets, which was a motivation for many 
to build toilets in their houses, the VDC secretary said. The VDC had also announced during the campaign that elderly citizens would be 
deprived of facilities like allowance and others if the houses did not have toilets. 

“Villagers were compelled to construct toilets after the VDC announced the elders would be deprived of allowances,” said elderly citizen 
Panja Damain. He said he did not take help from another family member to go to the toilet after it was constructed at his house. 

Social workers said the village looked clean. Health workers said villagers were also safe from wild animals. 

Hansa Thapa of Drinking Water and Sanitation Sub-division Office, Bajura, said the toilet construction campaign has helped elders and 
children the most. Twenty VDCs were announced open defecation-free areas in Bajura.

source: the Himalayan times, 28 may 2014

Arghakhanchi Bajura Bardiya Bhaktapur Sindhupalchowk Sunsari

42 42

27 27 27

15

23

13

31 31

20

14
16 16

10 10

79

72

50
47

49

35

22

10

Total VDC Target GSF VDC Total ODF VDC ODF VDC supported by GSF


