
 
Government initiates intervention on post ODF; 
efforts still inadequate 

 

In an effort to improve sanitation facilities and its sustainability in a long run for the betterment of 

lives of rural communities in the country, the government has decided to carry out post Open 

Defecation Free (ODF) activities in 10 ODF villages in 10 districts this fiscal year. 

 

The Department of Water Supply and Sewerage (DWSS), under the Ministry of Urban Development, 

has decided to start post-ODF initiatives, including the distribution of blue and green stickers to 

individual houses, depending upon the work progress after an ODF declaration like maintaining 

sanitation standards. This is the second time that the government in support with the concerned 

bodies representing the non-government organisations and donors has initiated the post ODF 

initiatives in different districts.  

 

Green stickers will be provided to houses which have excelled in integrating healthy practices like 

clean water and sanitation facilities, safe food, clean house and handwashing with soap to control 

communicable diseases, said Bhojendra Aryal, an official with the DWSS. The blue sticker, on the 

other hand, will be provided to those houses that have failed to improve cleanliness and need further 

improvement despite being included in the ODF area. 

 

The 10 new ODF VDC districts where the government intervention will take place are Doti, Bardiya, 

Accham, Kalikot, Nawalparasi, Sunsari, Morang, Kaski, Saptari and Chitwan. The government initiated 

similar programmes in five VDCs in Sunsari, Kaski, Chitwan, Dang and Dadeldhura last year.  

 

According to Thakur Pandit, senior divisional engineer at DWSS, these initiaves are the part of the 

pilot project as envisioned by the multi-stakeholder forum that includes government and its local 

bodies, non-government organisations and donor agencies working in this sector. 

  

He agrees that there has not been adequate works done as required in the many areas that have been 

declared ODF like the poor state of the toilets and lack of awareness among the people on the use of 

toilets.   

 

Regarding the key achievements from the post ODF campaign done so far, Pandit says that it is still 

too early to say as it has just been a year. “There is a need of detailed assessment of the overall status 
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of the ODF areas across the country. We need to identify the existing gaps and challenges and try to 

ensure that each toilet constructed is used properly and maintained regularly,” he said. 

 

Pandit further said that budget constraint is the biggest challenge to invest in the post ODF campaign. 

“At a time, when there is a growing resource gap in attaining the universal target by 2017, investment 

in post ODF is difficult,” he said. Meanwhile, though investment in sanitation is recognized as a key 

determinant of public health improvement, poorly happens in practice.  A data compiled by the Sector 

Efficiency Improvement Unit under the Ministry of Urban Development in 2011 states, the last six 

year practice shows average per annum sector investment is around Rs 3.8 billion rupees which is half 

of the requirement in the sector.  

 

Growing concern among the government and non- government al organizations regarding poor 

monitoring and reporting on the status of existing ODF areas and the lack of sustainability of 

programmes has led the government to begin these initiatives to achieve universal access to toilets 

and sanitation by 2017.  

 

So far, 61.83 percent of the total population has access to basic sanitation facilities while only 531 

VDCs out of a total 3,915 have been declared ODF zones. 
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