
 
Urban sanitation needs attention! 

 

With the efforts from the government and concerned partners working in the sector long 

concentrated on providing access to basic sanitation facilities to the rural population, the 

urban areas have far gone neglected. Majority of activities being conducted as a part of the 

sanitation drive including the programmes ranging from public awareness to declaration of 

open defecation free areas, are primarily confined in the rural prefecture and the urban 

sanitation is so far neglected. Even the latest national census figure shows that still around 10 

percent of the total 1, 045, 575 urban households lack basic sanitation facilities.  

 

The unplanned urbanisation coupled with the exponential rise in population in urban cities 

like Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, Lalitpur, Surkhet, Nepalgunj and Pokhara among others has led to 

poor and inadequate sanitation facilities. 

 

The figures from the latest National Census 2011 shows that even the three major cities of 

the country namely Kathmandu, Bhaktapur and Lalitpur lack proper toilet facilities. In 

Kathmandu, out of total 435,544 households, 5034 have no toilets. Similarly, out of 68,557 

households in Bhaktapur, 2079 have no access to any kinds of toilets while out of 109,505 in 

Lalitpur, 4735 have no toilets. The census has categorised toilets in three different types: 

Flush with pit sewerage toilet, pit (septic tank) and ordinary. The situation of many existing 

and emerging urban areas is similar across the country.   

“We do not have open space to construct public toilets in the city area while majority of the 

households in and around the municipality still lack toilets. This has led to the deteriorating 

urban environment,” said Yam Lal Devkota, executive officer at the Birendranagar 

Municipality in the Mid-Western Region of the country. According to him, the city is planning 

to introduce a mobile toilet and help to improve the urban environment by controlling open 

urination and defecation.  

 

Public latrines are considered as one of the basic necessities of public life in an urban area 

and they indicate the sanitary condition of a city. However, even the capital city of the 

country lacks the basic sanitation amenities. a report on condition of public toilets in 

Kathmandu Valley stated that an individual public toilet is for every 65,500 residents. The 

Valley, an urban centre of millions, has only 68 public toilets of which only 61 are usable, 

according to a study, ‘Public toilets in the Kathmandu Valley,’ conducted by Mamta Sayami. 



Similarly, none of the bathrooms were disabled-friendly and had no special provisions for 

women and children, the report said.  

 

The above mentioned picture of both Kathmandu Valley and Surkhet municipality shows that 

despite huge investments and continued efforts from government, non-governmental 

organisations, donors, developmental partners and local communities working in the sector, 

the country has not been able to achieve sanitation targets as expected in more than a 

decade period. Even the National Census data states that there was only an increase of 14 

percent in terms of number of households with access to toilets over a decade period. This 

clearly states that much needs to be done in terms of providing access to sanitation facilities 

and improving the local environment to minimise the health risks.  

 

Hence, in order to provide universal access to toilets within the next four years, bodies 

concerned will need to invest and come up with appropriate measures in improving urban 

sanitation, which is seen as the biggest challenge to the sanitation drive in the country.  
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